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CARDONALD COLLEGE

     ACADEMIC QUALITY STANDARDS COMMITTEE

Session 2005-2006


Minute of meeting held on Friday, 27th January 2006
 in Seminar Room 1 of the New Technology Business Centre.

Present:
John Laird (Chair)
Eleanor Harris

Cathy McSkimming
Nancy Houston

Margaret Gilroy
Alistair Campbell

Anita Brown
Marie Anderson

David Hempstead

Apologies:
Duncan McDougall
Nancy Birney

Deryck Nutley

	BUSINESS
	
	ACTION

	
	
	

	1.
	MINUTE OF MEETING HELD ON 13th January 2006
	

	
	
	

	
	The minute was agreed.
	

	
	
	

	2.
	MATTERS ARISING
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	a) Dundee College
	

	
	
	

	
	C McSkimming advised the committee that the Learning and Teaching group had met and an agreement in principle had been reached to take on board the creation of a Learning and Teaching Strategy.
	

	
	
	

	
	b) Learning and Skills Development Agency Report on Good Practice Transfer in Post – 16 Learning
	

	
	
	

	
	J Laird advised the committee that the Learning and Skills Development Agency is the English equivalent to SFEU. A full discussion then took place regarding dissemination of good practice. J Laird suggested that he look at the research report and follow this up at a later meeting in 4-6 weeks, at which time A Smith, J Edmonstone and J Millar are to be invited along to discuss previous projects.
	

	
	
	

	
	J Laird advised the committee that he has not yet read the research report, however he suspects it refers to agencies sharing good practice rather than colleges.
	JL

	
	
	

	
	c) Guidelines for Graded Units in Higher National Awards
	

	
	
	

	
	C McSkimming advised the committee that the guidelines had been issued to staff and she has received positive feedback. Classrooms have been offered for accommodation and there has been no objection for the exams to take place on Friday 5th May 2006.
	

	
	
	

	3.
	APPROVAL APPLICATIONS
	

	
	
	

	
	Submission No: A121 – Care Intermediate 1 – C011 10
	

	
	
	

	
	C011 10 – Approved

X011 10 - Approved


	

	
	
	

	
	Submission No: A122 – Units for Faculty of Care, Sport & Continuing Learning
	

	
	
	

	
	DM5X 11 – Approved

DM41 11 – Approved

DM84 11- Approved

DM86 11 – Approved

ED2S 11 – Approved

D1CW 10 - Approved

DF55 34 – Approved

DF57 34 - Approved


	

	
	
	

	
	Submission No: A123 – HND Creative Industries: Television – G7PK 16
	

	
	
	

	
	DM2T 35 - Approved

DM29 35 – Approved

DM2A 35 - Approved
DM2C 35 - Approved

DM2D 35 - Approved

DM10 35 - Approved

DM2G 35 - Approved

DM14 35 - Approved

G7PK 16 - Approved


	

	
	
	

	4.
	HMIe REPORT – BANFF AND BUCHAN COLLEGE
	

	
	
	

	
	Examples of sector-leading and innovative practice in cross-college areas.
	

	
	
	

	
	A full discussion took place regarding the core skills collaboration with the subject specialist. M Gilroy advised the committee of a video link up with a college in Australia which demonstrated this relationship in practice. It was noted that the partnership improved both student retention and attainment.
	

	
	
	

	
	J Laird commented that it was an interesting practice and suggested that both he and A Campbell investigate to decide if it could work at Cardonald and if so who should be involved.
	JL 
AC

	
	
	

	
	The report was noted.
	

	
	
	

	5.
	External Verification/Moderation Reports for consideration
	

	
	
	

	
	366 – SQA – Social Sciences (Development Visit)
	

	
	
	

	
	The report was noted.
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	6.
	STUDENT SUPPORT PRESENTATION

(KATE SANGSTER & NEIL HARDIE)
	

	
	
	

	
	J Laird explained that assistive technology was originally discussed in September 2005 when a number of issues were raised. K Sangster and N Hardie were invited to AQSC to raise any cross college issues regarding technical support within assistive technology and joined the meeting at this point.
	

	
	
	

	
	K Sangster explained that the following operational issues needed to be addressed:

· Communication - timetable and room number changes which have a huge impact if not communicated properly

· Flexibility - currently assistive technology only available one evening per week due to staff flexibility
· Future investment - working with a restricted budget

· Support Role - to raise awareness that scribes are also acting as invigilators

The Walk-In Service was discussed and it was agreed that although most students are given a level of support, the service for evening provision could be improved.

N Hardie explained that the college has a reasonable bank of resources however there is an ongoing pressure to renew and update software. BRITE has an accessible loan bank of equipment but software is not included due to licensing rights.

K Sangster clarified that access to Assistive Technology for Continuing and Supported Learning students is available if the resource base is vacant but it should not be used as a first calling point. She also advised members that students could arrange an appointment to meet with N Hardie.

J Laird summarised this item by stating that there is a well planned, strong provision. However it is essential to determine limits due to the increase of referrals as it will be necessary to increase the provision of funding.


	

	8. 
	DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING
	

	
	
	

	
	Friday 10th February 2006 at 9.30am in Seminar Room 1 of the NTBC.
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