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CARDONALD COLLEGE

     ACADEMIC QUALITY STANDARDS COMMITTEE

Session 2007 - 2008

Minute of meeting held on Friday, 23 November 2007 in Seminar Room 1.

Present:
John Laird (Chair)
Cathy McSkimming

Alex McCluskey
John Parker

Katherine Matthews
Susan Gibb

Anita Brown
Apologies:
John McLean
Nancy Birney

Ellen Lancaster
Elaine Donnelly

Sheila White
John Laird welcomed Susan Gibb to her first meeting in her new role as Acting Quality Development Manager.

	BUSINESS
	
	ACTION

	
	
	

	1.
	MINUTE OF MEETING HELD ON 9 November 2007
	

	
	
	

	
	For accuracy it was noted that Sub No: A154 – Unit for Faculty A should read ‘Faculty B’.
	

	
	
	

	
	The minute was agreed.
	

	
	
	

	2.
	MATTERS ARISING
	

	
	
	

	
	APPROVAL APPLICATIONS
	

	
	
	

	
	Sub No: A154 – Unit for Faculty B
	

	
	
	

	
	A Brown had received confirmation from Y McGill that numeracy and information technology are included within the unit.
	

	
	
	

	
	Sub No: A155 – City & Guilds Certificate for Door Supervisor
	

	
	
	

	
	E Donnelly has not yet resubmitted the revised paperwork.
	ED

	
	
	

	
	COMMITTEE ACTION POINTS
	

	
	
	

	
	A Brown confirmed that the CEQ form has been changed to reflect post holders title under the column “Responsible Person” and target dates have been changed for first and last action points.
	

	
	
	

	
	EXTERNAL VERIFICATION REPORT – 6085-22
	

	
	
	

	
	A Brown had received confirmation from J Taylor that Assessment rigs are in place.
	

	
	UPDATE ON PRELIM SLWG
	

	
	
	

	
	A Brown informed the Committee that she had spoken to the Elaine Riley, Mathematics Qualification Manager at SQA regarding the use of two different commercial prelim papers for day / evening classes.   Ms Riley confirmed that this is acceptable.
	

	
	
	

	
	It was suggested that an evaluation should be carried out once the prelims are complete to determine if there has been a dip in attendance.
	ED

	
	
	

	
	RAISING THE PROFILE OF THE AQSC
	

	
	
	

	
	C McSkimming sent an email to Faculty Heads, copied to Section Leaders requesting that AQSC Update be included as a standing agenda item for Faculty Management meetings.   She also requested that staff be informed that they are welcome to attend the AQSC as an observer.
	

	
	
	

	
	J Laird had included an item regarding the last AQSC meeting in last week’s Staff Bulletin.
	

	
	
	

	3.
	QUALITY CONSULTATION – SFC JOINT QUALITY REVIEW GROUP
	

	
	
	

	
	J Laird and C McSkimming led on this item.   C McSkimming advised that at the last Community of Practice event Ray Harris, Principal at Telford College gave a presentation on how the Review Group wants to consult with the Sector.   Key questions posed at the event were:

· Do we need self evaluation to be so closely linked to external review?

· What about the possibility of an annual component to external review?

There was discussion on the following points:

· Possible changes to frameworks ie joint framework or new framework with joint elements from both FE / HE
· Lighter touch reviews
· Funding implications

C McSkimming indicated that the consultation was a good opportunity for Colleges to influence the review process and confirmed that previous feedback had been considered and action taken eg feedback taken on board regarding A7, this element is now split into achievement and attainment.
The Committee worked through the consultation questions and it was agreed that J Laird would type up response from today’s discussions and email to Committee members for feedback before submitting the final document.
	

	
	
	

	4.
	APPROVAL APPLICATIONS
	

	
	
	

	
	Sub No: A157 – Unit for Faculty C
	

	
	
	

	
	DM0F 34 – the unit was approved.
	

	
	
	

	
	Sub No: A158 – Units for Faculty A
	

	
	
	

	
	D7YE 12 and D7YG 12 – the units were approved.
	

	
	
	

	5.
	Date and time of next meeting.
	

	
	
	

	
	Friday 7th December at 9.30 am in Seminar Room 1 of the Business Centre.
	



