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CARDONALD COLLEGE

     ACADEMIC QUALITY STANDARDS COMMITTEE

Session 2006 - 2007

Minute of meeting held on Friday, 18 August 2006
 in Seminar Room 1 of the Business Centre.

Present:
John Laird (Chair)
Cathy McSkimming


Anita Brown
Alistair Campbell

Nancy Houston
Margaret Gilroy



Marie Anderson

Apologies:
Eleanor Harris
Duncan McDougall


Deryck Nutley
Nancy Birney

David Hempstead

	BUSINESS
	
	ACTION

	
	
	

	1.
	MINUTE OF MEETING HELD ON 16 June 2006
	

	
	
	

	
	The minute was agreed.
	

	
	
	

	2.
	MATTERS ARISING
	

	
	
	

	
	Approval Applications
	

	
	
	

	
	Submission No A127 – HNC Visual Communication (G86V 15)
	

	
	
	

	
	A Brown updated the committee by advising that the existing award will be offered this year.
	

	
	
	

	
	Submission No A131 – Higher Building Construction
	

	
	
	

	
	A Brown advised that J Taylor had confirmed Higher Building Construction will not be taught this year.
	

	
	
	

	
	J Laird informed the committee that he has yet to write to SQA regarding new course material being offered by SQA which may not be ready for delivery in August, while old material has lapsed and cannot therefore be taught.
	JL

	
	
	

	
	Submission No A125 – Units for Faculty of Technology, Business & Industry
	

	
	
	

	
	A Brown advised the committee that the late submission of the above application was a result of action not being taken until the second report was produced and also due to a new member of staff taking up the post.
	

	
	
	

	7.
	PROPOSED NATIONAL QUALIFICATIONS PRELIM DATES FOR 2007
	

	
	
	

	
	Following a short discussion the proposed prelim dates were agreed by the committee.
	

	
	
	

	3.
	PERFORMANCE INDICATORS, CERTIFICATE AND ATTENDANCE
	

	
	
	

	
	A Forsyth joined the meeting for this agenda item. He gave a brief background to his paper and following a full discussion with the committee the following points were noted:
· The proposal would separate the results register from attendance
· Each subject would have one results register (paper based)

· Each unit would have a named contact

· The new system would save money

· The committee questioned if possible issues regarding learning and teaching would still be identified from PI data
· The change of practice should be piloted this year in two areas one being General Education and the second with other possible issues
· The committee questioned how the achievement rate per unit would be identified

J Laird summarised the discussion stating that the idea is good and has operational options for the college. It is important that the PI data is produced in a format that is useful and further feedback on the new practice will be required before implementation.
	

	
	
	

	4.
	COMMITTEE EVALUATION
	

	
	
	

	
	C McSkimming advised that the committee evaluation had been completed up to Question No.47. The Evaluation Report was concluded by adding information relating to reading HMI reports, visiting other colleges and adopting good practices. 
The committee agreed to an evaluation grading of very good and added two further action points to the questionnaire.
	

	
	
	

	5.
	APPROVAL APPLICATIONS
	

	
	
	

	
	Submission No: A132 – Care Issues for Society: Older People PBNC 
	

	
	
	

	
	C06H 11 – approved

X06H 11 - approved


	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	Submission No A133 – Int 2 Early Education and Childcare – Skills for Work
	

	
	
	

	
	C221 11 - approved
	

	
	
	

	
	Submission No A134 – Units for Faculty of Care, Sport & Continuing Learning
	

	
	
	

	
	DM5P 11 – approved
DM5V 11 – approved
DM5W 11 – approved
DM5Y 11 – approved
DM61 12 – approved
DM63 12 – approved
DM64 12 – approved
DM65 11 – approved
DM66 12 – approved
DM67 12 – approved

	

	
	
	

	
	Submission No A135 – HNC Social Sciences
	

	
	
	

	
	G86F 15 - approved

DW90 34 - approved


	

	
	
	

	
	It was noted that the Unit Approval Form requires to be signed by the Operational Faculty Head.
	AB

	
	
	

	
	Submission No A136 – HND Fitness, Health & Exercise
	

	
	
	

	
	G867 16 – approved
DW60 34 – approved
D8PE 34 – approved
DT4W 34 – approved
DP2L 34 – approved
DF87 34 – approved
DW5W 35 – approved
DW69 34 – approved
DW6A 35 – approved
DW63 34 – approved
DW62 34 – approved
DP8D 35 – approved
DW5X 35 – approved
DP2E 35 – approved
DP2F 34 – approved
DV0M 34 – approved

	

	
	
	

	
	Submission No A137 – Units for Faculty of Arts, Humanities and Design
	

	
	
	

	
	DM0T 35 – approved

DM0R 35 - approved


	

	
	
	

	6.
	EXTERNAL VERIFICATION/MODERATION REPORTS FOR CONSIDERATION
	

	
	
	

	
	232 – SQA – Electronics & Instrumentation
	

	
	
	

	
	Following a short discussion on sampling records it was agreed that J Laird would write an item for the staff bulletin encouraging staff to initial and date sampled work.
	JL

	
	
	

	
	The report was noted.
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	187 – SQA – Electrical SVQ
	

	
	
	

	
	The committee commended the report.
	

	
	
	

	
	374 – SQA – Training in Adult Literacies Learning
	

	
	
	

	
	The committee noted the report.
	

	
	
	

	
	400 – SQA – Creative Industries Graded Unit
	

	
	
	

	
	The committee commended the report.
	

	
	
	

	
	82 – SQA – Care (HN)
	

	
	
	

	
	A Campbell advised that Section 9 should read that the report was made back to Doris Graham and not Ellen Lancaster as stated. He also had some concerns regarding Section 11 of the report which he will take up with D Graham.
	

	
	
	

	
	A short discussion took place regarding the inconsistencies of EV visits and reports. C McSkimming advised that a request has been submitted to SQA for a written report to be issued to staff at the end of each visit.
	

	
	
	

	
	The committee noted the report.
	

	
	
	

	
	358 – SQA – Information Systems (HN)
	

	
	
	

	
	The committee noted the report.
	

	
	
	

	
	242 – SQA – Learning & Development Graded Unit
	

	
	
	

	
	As the moderator had raised issues during the initial visit for this unit, J Laird suggested that C McSkimming speak to the staff involved in this group to determine if there is anything that could be done to make the process work better when offering new awards in future e.g. arrange development visits.
	CMcS

	
	
	

	
	The committee noted the report.
	

	
	
	

	7.
	DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING
	

	
	
	

	
	Friday 1st September 2006 at 9.30am in Seminar Room 3 of the Business Centre.
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