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CARDONALD COLLEGE

     ACADEMIC QUALITY STANDARDS COMMITTEE

Session 2006 - 2007

Minute of meeting held on Friday, 10 November 2006
 in Seminar Room 1 of the Business Centre.

Present:
John Laird (Chair)
Cathy McSkimming


Alex McCluskey
Nancy Birney

Ellen Lancaster
Anita Brown

Yvonne McGill
Sheila White

Isabell Ross


Apologies:
Eleanor Harris
Nancy Houston
Absent:
Duncan McDougall


	BUSINESS
	
	ACTION

	
	
	

	1.
	MINUTE OF MEETING HELD ON 27 October 2006
	

	
	
	

	
	The minute was agreed.
	

	
	
	

	2.
	MATTERS ARISING
	

	
	
	

	
	HMIE REPORTS
	

	
	
	

	
	Anniesland College
	

	
	
	

	
	The issue of Learner Liaison Committee was raised and it was felt that this could evolve from our class representative meetings. J Laird to follow up and discuss with K Sangster.
	JL

	
	
	

	
	J Laird also agreed to follow up on Citizen Awareness Plan.
	JL

	
	
	

	
	John Wheatley College
	

	
	
	

	
	N Birney has met with T Donaghey and they have agreed to contact the college and perhaps arrange a visit regarding the issue of integrated learners with additional needs.
	

	
	
	

	
	Ayr College
	

	
	
	

	
	See Agenda Item 3.
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	ANNUAL REPORTS
	

	
	
	

	
	Complaints
	

	
	
	

	
	C McSkimming advised the committee that a SLWG has been convened and a meeting arranged for 13th November.
	

	
	
	

	
	HMIe REPORTS
	

	
	
	

	
	Borders College
	

	
	
	

	
	N Birney advised the committee that she had contacted Len Hammersly, Assistant Principal, and he will forward information regarding how to set up support for learners with mental health issues. He also has information relating to supporting students with behavioural difficulties.
	

	
	
	

	3.
	REPORT ON VISIT TO AYR COLLEGE TO DISCUSS HEALTH & SAFETY
	

	
	
	

	
	A Brown advised that the Health and Safety committee had discussed a number of suggestions of good practice from Ayr College which could possibly be adopted.
	

	
	
	

	
	The committee discussed some of the specific observations noted in the report and in particular the use of non-slip epoxy resin to minimise slip risk. 
	

	
	
	

	
	J Laird advised the committee that compulsory Health & Safety training for Managers will take place some time next year and he will pass a copy of the report to F Morris for his information.
	

	
	
	

	
	The committee thanked L Docherty for her report.
	

	
	
	

	4.
	EXTERNAL MODERATION / VERIFICATION ANNUAL REPORT
	

	
	
	

	
	A Brown explained that the increase in moderation/verification activity is due to the graded units. Also more criteria for action/good practice points have been raised since the recent changes to the paperwork. She added it was disappointing to note that there were three ‘holds’ this year.
	

	
	
	

	
	The report was noted.
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	5.
	HMIe REPORTS
	

	
	
	

	
	Lews Castle College
	

	
	
	

	
	The report was noted.
	

	
	
	

	
	Moray College
	

	
	
	

	
	J Laird agreed to obtain and circulate a copy of the programme of self-development workshops for full-time learners.
	JL

	
	
	

	
	The report was noted.
	

	
	
	

	6.
	EXTERNAL VERIFICATION/MODERATION REPORTS FOR CONSIDERATION
	

	
	
	

	
	242 – SQA – Learning & Development – Development Visit
	

	
	
	

	
	The committee noted the report.
	

	
	
	

	7.
	EXTERNAL VERIFICATION OF HN GRADED UNITS
	

	
	
	

	
	A Brown led on this item and advised that the letter from Matthew McCullagh had already been distributed to Faculty Heads and was for the committee’s information only.
	

	
	
	

	
	She emphasised the following points:

	

	
	· Staff should submit materials before the end of December 2006 if possible for prior verification
· The majority of external verification activity for Graded Units will be conducted during June and July 2007

· Centres should ensure that all candidates are entered with SQA for Graded Units by 31st January 2007.
	

	
	
	

	
	A short discussion followed and C McSkimming confirmed the date for Graded Units exams will be 10th May with the 23 May being the submission date for projects. A re-assessment date will be set in June if necessary. The committee were advised that a SLWG has been set up to discuss accommodation for prelims and exams taking into consideration the noise levels due to building works.
	

	
	
	

	8.
	DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING
	

	
	
	

	
	Friday 24th November 2006 at 9.30am in Seminar Room 3 of the Business Centre.
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